Course Syllabus

Language Arts 120 – 10th Grade Language Arts

Teacher Contact Information

John Harkelroad, Huron High School, Room 212, Phone: 433-1234X1212

 Email: John_Harkelroad@huronhs.com

Course Description
The focal point of this course is to continue development in writing.  You will be assigned various kinds of writing including summary, analysis, part to whole, persuasive, etc.  You will be required to produce clear, organized, and coherent writing that also contains your own style and voice all while maintaining focus, purpose, and audience.  The approach that I will take in improving writing if four-fold:  reading, vocabulary, writing mechanics, and the writing process.  Reading provides the information needed to write; vocabulary provides us a rich and useful lexicon that can be used in writing (and speaking), writing mechanics ensures our ideas are clearly displayed on paper; the writing process gives us the tools to gather, produce, proofread, and edit our writing to ensure a presentable final product.

Assigned reading will draw from a variety of genres including short stories, poems, drama, novels, film, and nonfiction writing.  You will be required to comprehend, analyze, compare, synthesize, and evaluate the literature both individually and collectively.  Focus on fictional texts will include plot, setting, characterization, and themes.  Focus on non-fictional texts will be analysis of the author’s purpose and how the author achieved his or her purpose through organization, rhetoric, voice, and style (Analyzing authors’ nonfictional work will also help improve our own non-fiction writing). 

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes

Objectives and Outcomes are all base on the English Language Arts (ELA) Academic Content Corps Standards which can be accessed at: http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1696&ContentID=125882.  From here scroll down to Model Curricula and click on Grade 9-10 Model Curriculum for English Language Arts (PDF)
Required Textbooks and Materials


Writers Inc.


Trade Books 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Classroom Materials

Students should bring the following to class with them each day

· 3-Ring Binder – at least 2”

· Folder 

· Loose leaf notebook paper

· Blue or black ink pen

· Pencil with erasers

· Highlighters
· 3-Ring Pencil Pouch (that snaps into binder)
Main Reading and Writing Assignment:  The following is a tentative guideline of the major reading and writing for each quarter and is subject to change.  Each quarter will also have 3-4 vocabulary lesson and 3 writing mechanics lessons.

Various Short Stories











Various Essays, Speeches, and Historical Documents

Fahreheit 451




Farewell to Manzanar





Macbeth



 

A Raisin in the Sun




The Kite Runner






*This reading list is subject to change.  
Grading Policy
	Letter Grade
	Quality Points
	Percent

	A+
	4
	100-98

	A
	4
	97-93

	A-
	3.7
	92-90

	B+
	3.3
	89-87

	B
	3
	86-83

	B-
	2.7
	82-80

	C+
	2.3
	79-77

	C
	2
	76-73

	C-
	1.7
	72-70

	D+
	1.3
	69-67

	D
	1
	66-63

	D-
	0.7
	62-60


Your overall Grade will be comprised of formative and summative assessments

Formatives assessments will count as 30% of your overall grade.  These assessments include homework assignments such as annotation of texts, guided reading questions, and vocabulary assignments, sentence editing, completion of rough drafts, etc.   Formative assessments designed to prepare you for culminating summative assessments

Summative Assessments will count as 70% of your overall grade.  These assessments include tests, essays, and quizzes, or other culminating projects.  

Course & Instructor Policies – Classroom and Academic policies

Academic Policies

All essays are due on the day assigned.  Each day a paper is late, 10 percentage points (rounded to the nearest number) will be deducted.  

All other homework assignments are due on the due date and will not be accepted if they are late.  

Any assignments that are illegible or sloppily done will not be accepted.  TAKE PRIDE THE WORK YOU DO!!!

All rules in the student handbook apply

Classroom Policies

Be in your seat when the bell rings.  If you are not, you will be marked tardy.

Come prepared for class.  This includes having assigned reading complete and having required material with you. 
Respect each other.  You will be respected by me and by others based on how much respect you give. 

Hall Passes are in cases of emergency only.  

All rules in the student handbook apply.  

